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Abstract:

This study aims to explain the transformations of form, space, and the architectural design process in Tehran’s contemporary residential
architecture during the 1330s-1350s. A qualitative case-study approach was employed using an interpretive—analytical method to examine
nine representative residential houses from Tehran across the three decades; data were collected through architectural documents, drawings,
visual materials, and comparative analysis. The findings indicate a clear temporal shift in architectural paradigms from early modernism to
high modernism and subsequently to modern regionalism. Inferential analysis reveals significant transformations in form and spatial
organization, an increasing tendency toward commercialization of housing, weakening of traditional identity-based criteria, and a shift from
elite-oriented to mass-oriented architectural production. External socio-political drivers and internal belief systems increasingly influenced
residential form-making, while space functioned progressively as a socio-political instrument. Residential architecture in Tehran between the
1330s and 1350s experienced a gradual transition from modernist innovation to modernity and one-sided modernization, accompanied by
identity crisi, changing dominant discourses, and fundamental alterations in design thinking, all of which are reflected in the formal, spatial,
and constructional characteristics of housing.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Contemporary Iranian architecture, particularly in Tehran, represents a complex and often fragmented process of
transformation shaped by encounters with modernity, political centralization, economic restructuring, and shifting cultural
identities. Tehran, as the political and socio-economic core of Iran, became the primary arena in which architectural
experimentation, imitation, resistance, and adaptation unfolded throughout the twentieth century (2). Residential architecture,
more than any other building type, reflects these transformations at the level of everyday life, as it embodies changing spatial
practices, social relations, and design ideologies (6).

The decades between the 1330s and 1350s constitute one of the most decisive periods in the formation of Tehran’s
contemporary architectural identity. During this time, the consolidation of state power, rapid urbanization, rising oil revenues,
and accelerated modernization policies reshaped the physical and social structure of the city (7). Architecture increasingly
became a vehicle for expressing progress, modernity, and alignment with Western models, often at the expense of indigenous
spatial logic and cultural continuity (9). Scholars have emphasized that this encounter with modernity was not merely technical
or stylistic but deeply ideological, influencing architectural thought, education, and design processes (4, 5).

In the 1330s, residential architecture in Tehran was largely shaped by the principles of early modernism and the International

Style, emphasizing functionalism, simplicity, and abstraction (10). While these principles introduced new construction
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technologies and spatial efficiencies, they also disrupted traditional Iranian concepts of privacy, hierarchy, and climate
responsiveness (11). By the 1340s, the dominance of high modernism intensified formal complexity and monumentality, often
resulting in stylistic ambiguity and spatial rigidity (1). In response, the 1350s witnessed the emergence of modern regionalism
and neo-traditional tendencies, which sought to reintroduce Iranian spatial and geometric elements within a modern framework
(12, 13).

Despite these shifts, numerous studies argue that such efforts remained fragmented and largely formalistic, failing to
reconstruct the deeper spatial and symbolic foundations of traditional Iranian architecture (15, 31). Theoretical investigations
into form, space, and design processes suggest that architectural quality depends on the integration of meaning, spatial logic,
and cultural context rather than mere stylistic references (19, 20). Consequently, examining residential houses from this period
provides a critical lens through which the evolution of architectural paradigms, design thinking, and spatial experience in
Tehran can be understood (17, 18).

This extended abstract explores how residential architecture in Tehran between the 1330s and 1350s reflects broader
transformations in architectural paradigms, focusing on changes in form, space, and the design process within the context of
Iranian modernity (22, 37).

Methods and Materials

This study adopted a qualitative research approach based on architectural case studies and interpretive—analytical analysis.
Nine residential houses constructed in Tehran between the 1330s and 1350s were selected as representative samples from three
distinct decades. The selection criteria included architectural significance, integrity of the original design, and relevance to
dominant architectural trends of each decade.

Primary materials consisted of architectural drawings, site photographs, historical documentation, and descriptive records
related to each house. The analysis focused on three main dimensions: form (geometry, massing, fagade articulation), space
(spatial organization, private—public hierarchy, interior—exterior relationships), and the architectural design process (design
paradigms, influencing factors, and conceptual orientation).

Each case was examined individually and then comparatively across decades to identify patterns of continuity and
transformation. The analytical framework allowed for tracing shifts in architectural paradigms and correlating them with
broader socio-cultural and ideological changes.

Findings

The findings reveal a clear chronological transformation in Tehran’s residential architecture across the three decades. In the
1330s, houses predominantly exhibited characteristics of early modernism, including cubic geometries, planar fagades, minimal
ornamentation, and functional spatial layouts. Design strategies emphasized efficiency and rational organization, often resulting
in the abandonment of traditional spatial hierarchies and climatic adaptations.

During the 1340s, residential architecture became more complex in form and scale. Buildings showed increased verticality,
compositional fragmentation, and experimentation with materials. However, this period also demonstrated significant stylistic
inconsistency, as modernist principles were applied without a coherent theoretical foundation. Spatial organization became
more rigid, with clearer separations between private and public zones but reduced spatial flexibility.

In the 1350s, a noticeable shift toward modern regionalism emerged. Some houses incorporated Iranian—Islamic geometric
patterns, courtyards, and localized material palettes within modern structural systems. While these elements signaled a renewed
interest in identity, their application was often superficial, limited to facades or symbolic references rather than holistic spatial
integration.
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Across all decades, the data indicate an increasing commercialization of residential architecture. Houses gradually
transformed from culturally embedded living environments into market-oriented commodities. This shift corresponded with
declining attention to spatial quality, human scale, and environmental responsiveness.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results demonstrate that residential architecture in Tehran between the 1330s and 1350s underwent a gradual but
unstable transition from modernist innovation to modernity and, eventually, one-sided modernization. This trajectory reflects
a broader condition of architectural discontinuity, in which imported paradigms replaced indigenous spatial logic without
achieving meaningful synthesis.

The early adoption of modernism introduced technical advancements but weakened the cultural and environmental
foundations of residential design. High modernism intensified this rupture by prioritizing form and symbolism over lived spatial
experience. The subsequent turn toward regionalism represented a critical response, yet it largely failed to reconstruct the
deeper conceptual structures of Iranian architecture.

A central finding is the transformation of the architectural design process itself. Over time, design thinking shifted from
experience-based, culturally grounded approaches toward abstract, market-driven, and formally oriented strategies. This shift
altered the role of the architect, reduced the significance of spatial meaning, and contributed to the loss of residential identity.

The study concludes that the architectural challenges observed in contemporary Tehran are rooted in this historical period,
where incomplete engagement with both tradition and modernity produced fragmented outcomes. Understanding these
transformations provides essential insights for rethinking future residential design, emphasizing the reintegration of spatial
meaning, cultural continuity, and human-centered design principles.

Ultimately, residential houses from the 1330s to the 1350s serve as critical evidence of how architectural paradigms, socio-
political forces, and design processes interact to shape the lived environment, highlighting the necessity of a more integrated

and context-responsive approach to contemporary architecture.
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