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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the relationship between residents’ individual characteristics and the dimensions of place attachment, namely
place identity and place dependence, in Samaneh Lane, Mashhad. This research employed a descriptive—analytical design based on
documentary studies and field surveys. Data were collected using the standardized Williams and Vaske Place Attachment Questionnaire,
which was localized and content-validated by experts prior to administration. The questionnaire consisted of two sections: individual
characteristics (gender, age, marital status, housing tenure, education level, place of birth, and length of residence) and place attachment
measured across two dimensions of place identity and place dependence. A total of 120 residents participated in the study. Given the non-
normal distribution of variables, Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient was used to test the relationships, with the significance level set at
0.05. Spearman correlation analysis revealed a significant negative relationship between housing tenure (tenancy) and both place identity
(r=-0.23, p<0.05) and place dependence (1=-0.28, p<0.01). Length of residence showed a significant positive correlation with place identity
(r=0.29, p<0.01) and place dependence (r=0.23, p<0.05). Place of birth was positively and significantly associated with both dimensions of
place attachment (p<0.05). Education level demonstrated a significant inverse relationship with place dependence (r~-0.23, p<0.05) but was
not significantly related to place identity. No significant associations were found between age, gender, or marital status and place attachment
(p>0.05). The results indicate that place attachment in Samaneh Lane is at a moderate-to-high level and is mainly influenced by housing
tenure, length of residence, place of birth, and education, with length of residence emerging as a key and potentially modifiable factor for
enhancing neighborhood quality and social sustainability.
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1*_Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Neighborhoods constitute one of the most important spatial settings for everyday social interaction and collective life,
playing a decisive role in the continuity of urban living. Within neighborhoods, smaller residential units such as lanes and local

clusters serve as primary arenas for social participation, interaction, and the formation of social bonds. One of the key concepts
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influencing the quality of these interactions is sense of place attachment, which mediates the relationship between individuals
and their lived environments and contributes directly to social cohesion, participation, and neighborhood sustainability.
Enhancing the quality of urban life and neighborhood environments has increasingly been associated with strengthening
residents’ sense of place attachment.

Sense of place attachment establishes a meaningful link between humans and their environment (1). However, individuals
are inherently diverse, and these differences are reflected in their perceptions, behaviors, and emotional responses to place (2).
Individual characteristics such as age, gender, education, marital status, housing tenure, place of birth, and length of residence
shape expectations, motivations, and needs in relation to place. As a result, individuals may experience the same spatial
environment in markedly different ways. Variations in individual characteristics can therefore lead to diverse levels and forms
of attachment to place within the same neighborhood context (2).

The concept of place has been explored from multiple theoretical perspectives. From a phenomenological viewpoint, place
is understood as a combination of tangible physical elements such as material, form, texture, and color, which collectively
create environmental character (3). Other approaches emphasize the integration of physical settings with social, cultural,
political, and emotional dimensions, arguing that place attachment emerges from the interaction of these factors (4). In the
absence of attachment, places may lose meaning for their inhabitants, leading to a condition described as placelessness (5).

Prior research has proposed various frameworks for understanding place attachment. Young identified multiple parameters
for evaluating the meaning of place, categorizing places as weak, fair, or strong based on experiential attributes (6, 7). Other
scholars conceptualize sense of place as a cognitive—perceptual strategy through which individuals assign meaning to spatial
environments based on personal characteristics and sensory experience (8). Studies have also distinguished between individual
and environmental determinants of place attachment, highlighting the importance of personal attributes alongside physical and
social characteristics of place (9).

Among the most comprehensive and widely applied models is the framework proposed by Williams and Vaske, which
conceptualizes place attachment as consisting of two primary dimensions: place identity and place dependence. Place
dependence reflects the functional and instrumental bond between individuals and a place, based on the extent to which the
environment supports desired activities and goals. Place identity, by contrast, represents the emotional and symbolic meanings
through which places become integral to personal identity, encompassing memories, values, meanings, and feelings associated
with place (19). This framework provides a robust basis for examining how individual characteristics relate to different
dimensions of place attachment.

Urban neighborhoods, as key components of the city, are particularly relevant contexts for studying place attachment.
Contemporary urban development, rapid growth, and uncoordinated expansion have weakened social relations and reduced
opportunities for meaningful interaction in many neighborhoods (5). Strengthening place attachment has therefore been
identified as a critical strategy for enhancing social interaction, security, satisfaction, and residents’ willingness to remain in
place (1, 23). Against this backdrop, the present study examines the relationship between individual characteristics and place
attachment in Samaneh Lane, located in the Shahid Faramarz Abbasi neighborhood of Mashhad, using the Williams and Vaske
framework.

Methods and Materials

This research adopted a descriptive—analytical design and was conducted in Samaneh Lane, situated within the Shahid

Faramarz Abbasi neighborhood in District 2 of Mashhad. Data collection was based on a combination of documentary studies
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and field surveys. The primary data collection instrument was the Williams and Vaske Place Attachment Questionnaire, which
was translated, localized, and content-validated by subject-matter experts prior to administration.

The questionnaire consisted of two main sections. The first section captured individual characteristics, including gender,
age, marital status, housing tenure, education level, place of birth, and length of residence. The second section measured place
attachment through twelve Likert-scale items, evenly divided between the dimensions of place identity and place dependence,
with six items allocated to each dimension. Items from both dimensions were interspersed throughout the questionnaire to
enhance response accuracy.

A total of 120 questionnaires were distributed among residents of Samaneh Lane and subsequently collected for analysis.
Given the non-normal distribution of variables, nonparametric statistical methods were employed. Spearman’s rank correlation
coefficient was used to assess the direction, strength, and significance of relationships between individual characteristics and
the two dimensions of place attachment. Statistical analysis was performed using SPSS software, with a significance level set
at 0.05.

Findings

Descriptive analysis indicated that the sample consisted of 60% male and 40% female respondents, with 60% married and
40% single participants. Housing tenure data showed that 70% of respondents were homeowners, while 30% were tenants.
Respondents ranged in age from 20 to 82 years. The majority of participants (85%) were born in Mashhad, and educational
attainment was generally moderate to high, with the largest proportion holding bachelor’s degrees. Length of residence varied
from 2 to 40 years, with longer residence durations being relatively common.

Spearman correlation analysis revealed significant relationships between several individual characteristics and dimensions
of place attachment. Housing tenure demonstrated a significant negative correlation with both place identity and place
dependence, indicating that tenants exhibited lower levels of attachment compared to homeowners. Length of residence showed
a significant positive correlation with both dimensions, with stronger associations observed for place identity. Place of birth
was positively associated with place attachment, suggesting that individuals born in Mashhad experienced higher levels of
identity and dependence toward the neighborhood.

Education level exhibited a significant inverse relationship with place dependence but was not significantly related to place
identity. In contrast, age, gender, and marital status showed no statistically significant relationships with either dimension of
place attachment. Overall, results indicated that place attachment in Samaneh Lane was at a moderate to high level, with place
identity slightly exceeding place dependence. Among individual characteristics, housing tenure, length of residence, place of
birth, and education emerged as the most influential factors shaping residents’ attachment to place.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that residents of Samaneh Lane experience a generally favorable level of place attachment,
confirming the presence of meaningful emotional and functional bonds between individuals and their neighborhood. The
stronger presence of place identity compared to place dependence suggests that symbolic meanings, emotional connections,
and personal identification with the neighborhood play a particularly important role in shaping attachment in this context.

The results further indicate that not all individual characteristics exert equal influence on place attachment. Housing tenure
emerged as a critical determinant, with tenants displaying weaker attachment across both dimensions. This finding underscores
the importance of residential stability and ownership in fostering sustained bonds with place. Similarly, length of residence

proved to be a key factor, positively associated with both place identity and dependence, highlighting the cumulative effect of
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time on the development of attachment. Place of birth also contributed positively, suggesting that congruence between
birthplace and place of residence enhances familiarity, emotional resonance, and identification with place.

In contrast, higher education levels were associated with reduced place dependence, potentially reflecting greater mobility,
broader spatial choices, or weaker reliance on local environments for daily activities. The absence of significant relationships
for age, gender, and marital status suggests that these characteristics may be less relevant in explaining place attachment within
this specific neighborhood context.

From a practical perspective, the findings suggest that length of residence represents a particularly valuable and modifiable
factor for urban policy and neighborhood planning. Unlike fixed characteristics such as age or birthplace, length of residence
can be indirectly influenced through strategies aimed at improving neighborhood quality, enhancing amenities, supporting
long-term tenancy, and increasing residential satisfaction. By encouraging longer stays, planners and policymakers may
strengthen place attachment, promote social participation, and improve overall neighborhood livability.

In conclusion, this study confirms that place attachment is a multidimensional phenomenon shaped by specific individual
characteristics, with housing tenure and length of residence playing central roles. Recognizing and integrating these factors
into neighborhood planning and urban design strategies can contribute to more cohesive, resilient, and socially sustainable

urban environments.
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