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Abstract:

This article investigates the identity characteristics of urban spaces and the lived experiences of citizens and vendors through a phenomenological approach in
the Khorramabad Daily Bazaar. The research is applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. Data were collected using both fieldwork
and library research methods. Analytical tools include SPSS and Excel software, which were utilized for the quantitative data analysis. In this study, various
statistical models such as the t-test and the Marcus Model were employed to evaluate and rank the identity characteristics of the Daily Bazaar. The results
indicate that the t-test outcomes reflect a positive condition of sense of belonging to the urban space in the Khorramabad Daily Bazaar, with a mean score of
3.1, at-statistic of 1.021, and a significance level of 0.005. Furthermore, social interactions, with a mean of 3.25, a t-statistic of 2.341, and a significance level
of 0.002, indicate positive social engagement. Access to social services also demonstrates adequacy, with a mean of 3.5, a t-statistic of 4.274, and a significance
level of 0.001. Perceived social safety in public spaces, with a mean score of 3.6 and a t-statistic of 3.562, indicates a high level of public trust in the safety of
these spaces. In contrast, cultural diversity, with a mean of 2.8, a t-statistic of -2.441, and a significance level of 0.001, reveals a deficiency in this dimension.
Moreover, the results of the Marcus Model indicate that the Daily Bazaar holds a positive desirability degree across various identity dimensions, including
lived experience and place attachment. These findings can assist urban planners in focusing on strengthening cultural identity and collective memory to enhance

citizens' sense of belonging and satisfaction.
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Urban spaces are not merely physical entities composed of streets, buildings, and infrastructures; they are complex socio-
cultural constructs where individual and collective identities are formed, negotiated, and manifested. The notion of place
identity and the phenomenology of lived experience have thus emerged as critical themes in urban studies, especially as cities
grapple with increasing globalization, homogenization of urban forms, and the erosion of local cultural markers (2, 11). Urban
identity reflects the intersection of spatial characteristics, symbolic meaning, and social experience. Markets, in particular, have
historically served as vivid expressions of urban life, functioning not only as economic centers but also as focal points of social
interaction, cultural representation, and collective memory (3, 10).

In recent years, a growing body of research has highlighted the importance of phenomenological approaches in
understanding the identity of urban spaces. This perspective emphasizes the subjective, affective, and embodied experiences
of individuals within the city, thereby providing deeper insights into how spatial configurations, social relationships, and
cultural elements coalesce to shape people’s sense of place and belonging (5, 6). Scholars have argued that the lived experience
of urban space—mediated through everyday interactions, emotional attachment, and cognitive mapping—plays a critical role
in sustaining the identity of urban places (12, 13). In this context, traditional urban markets continue to serve as dynamic sites
where multiple layers of identity converge and are constantly reshaped.

The spatial, cultural, and symbolic functions of urban markets render them ideal case studies for exploring how
phenomenological experiences contribute to urban identity. These spaces often serve as "third places” that nurture community
bonds, promote informal social interactions, and facilitate the transmission of intangible cultural heritage (4, 18). Studies have
shown that markets, when designed and maintained in culturally responsive ways, can enhance local identity and provide
residents with a heightened sense of spatial belonging (15, 16). Conversely, when cultural diversity is overlooked or
homogenized within these spaces, the sense of place may deteriorate, leading to diminished attachment and weakened collective
identity (20, 22).

Several Iranian studies have emphasized the identity-forming power of culturally embedded urban spaces, arguing that
socio-spatial configurations such as facades, street patterns, and communal gathering points significantly influence residents’
spatial perception and emotional attachment (14, 21). In particular, phenomenological studies of urban space have illustrated
that meaningful human-place interactions emerge through patterns of repetition, shared rituals, and symbolic associations (7,
17). This aligns with the assertion that urban identity is not only a function of design or planning but also a product of collective
experience and spatial memory (1, 8).

Despite the growing scholarly attention to these dynamics, there remains a need for localized case studies that investigate
how spatial identity is perceived, negotiated, and valued in mid-sized cities. Particularly in cities with rich historical and cultural
backgrounds, such as Khorramabad, traditional markets hold significant potential for reinforcing cultural continuity and social
resilience. This study employs a phenomenological lens to examine the identity characteristics of the Khorramabad Daily
Bazaar by exploring the lived experiences of vendors and citizens, and by assessing key variables such as social interaction,
spatial belonging, access to services, and cultural diversity. By doing so, the study contributes to the broader discourse on
sustainable place-making and the cultural revitalization of urban public spaces (19, 24).

Methods and Materials

This study adopted an applied, descriptive-analytical research design to investigate the identity characteristics of the

Khorramabad Daily Bazaar through a phenomenological approach. A combination of field observations and library-based data
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collection methods was used. The target population included both market vendors and local citizens with lived experiences in
the Bazaar space. Data were collected using structured questionnaires and semi-structured interviews.

Quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS and Microsoft Excel software. To statistically evaluate the identity dimensions,
independent-sample t-tests were employed. Additionally, the Marcus Model was used for ranking and comparative evaluation
of the spatial identity components. The study focused on several key variables including sense of spatial belonging, social
interaction, access to social services, social security, and cultural diversity.

Findings

The statistical analysis revealed several noteworthy outcomes. The t-test results demonstrated that the sense of spatial
belonging among users of the Khorramabad Daily Bazaar was significantly positive, with a mean score of 3.1, a t-statistic of
1.021, and a significance level of 0.005. Social interaction also showed strong positive results, with a mean score of 3.25, a t-
statistic of 2.341, and a significance level of 0.002, indicating that the Bazaar facilitates dynamic and positive interpersonal
engagements.

Access to social services was another dimension with favorable findings. The mean score was 3.5, the t-statistic was 4.274,
and the significance level was 0.001. This suggested that users find the Bazaar space functionally efficient and service-oriented.
Similarly, the perception of social security in the public space of the Bazaar was high, with a mean of 3.6 and a t-statistic of
3.562. This points to a robust trust in the safety and stability of the urban environment among users.

However, cultural diversity was reported as the weakest dimension, with a mean of 2.8, a t-statistic of -2.441, and a
significance level of 0.001. This indicated a perceived lack of multicultural representation or inclusivity in the spatial structure
and social dynamics of the Bazaar. Finally, the Marcus Model analysis indicated that the Bazaar maintained a generally positive
desirability index across various identity dimensions, particularly in lived experience and place attachment.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study reinforce the theoretical proposition that spatial identity is not an abstract or static quality of urban
spaces but rather a lived phenomenon embedded in the daily experiences, emotional attachments, and symbolic associations of
users. The positive evaluation of spatial belonging and social interaction affirms previous studies that conceptualize traditional
markets as socially integrative spaces where identity is actively produced and sustained through everyday human interactions.
The Khorramabad Daily Bazaar, through its spatial layout, cultural symbolism, and socio-economic role, emerges as a
quintessential example of such a place.

The favorable assessment of access to social services further underscores the functional dimension of spatial identity,
suggesting that ease of access to amenities is intrinsically linked to users’ perception of spatial relevance and satisfaction. When
residents perceive that a space is responsive to their needs, their sense of belonging and emotional attachment to that space
tends to increase. The high level of perceived social security also validates arguments that safe and inclusive public
environments are fundamental to nurturing trust, engagement, and a positive sense of place.

Conversely, the low score for cultural diversity reflects a significant identity gap. In a city with rich ethnic and cultural
plurality, the underrepresentation of diverse cultural elements in the Bazaar setting may limit the space's ability to function as
a truly inclusive urban environment. This gap invites further exploration into how cultural homogenization—whether through
architectural design, retail selection, or social norms—might be undermining the identity potential of public spaces. It also
raises questions about whose identity is being represented and whose is being marginalized.

The results from the Marcus Model analysis provide additional validation by showing that the Bazaar scores highly in

aspects directly related to lived experience and spatial memory. This supports the growing consensus in urban literature that
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meaningful human-place interactions are pivotal in sustaining place identity over time. The phenomenological richness of the
space—expressed through patterns of movement, social rituals, and emotional resonance—makes the Bazaar a vibrant symbol

of urban life in Khorramabad.
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