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Abstract:

In recent years, the urban fagade has shifted from being a merely decorative surface to a central element of identity and communication,
mediating between private and public spaces as well as between individuals and society. This study seeks to apply Gilles Deleuze’s

99 ¢

philosophical concepts of “difference,” “repetition,” and “rhizome” to develop a new approach to the analysis and design of urban facades.
The significance of these concepts lies in the fact that “difference,” as a generative and creative force, enables fagades to break away from
uniformity and embody diversity, while “repetition,” in Deleuze’s sense, represents creative regeneration rather than mechanical duplication,
thereby linking unity with multiplicity. Furthermore, the notion of the “rhizome” as a horizontal, networked, and non-linear structure provides
the basis for a more democratic understanding of urban spaces and for the fluid interaction between facades and the urban fabric. A
comparative study of global architectural examples, such as the works of Zaha Hadid, Frank Gehry, and parametric architecture, alongside
an examination of urban fagades in Iran, illustrates the potential of a hybrid model that draws upon both tradition and contemporary
innovation. The findings reveal that such an approach not only enhances the aesthetic value of fagades but also produces broader social
consequences, including the strengthening of collective identity, the democratization of space, and a rethinking of the relationship between

architecture and the citizen.
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Extended Abstract

The role of the facade in urban architecture has increasingly become a critical subject of architectural discourse, shifting
from a marginal or decorative component into a central element of urban identity and cultural expression. Historically, facades
were often conceived as superficial surfaces that separated interior spaces from the external environment. In contemporary
contexts, however, facades have transformed into communicative media that negotiate between buildings, cities, and the lived
experiences of citizens. This transformation highlights the urgent need to rethink fagades beyond conventional frameworks and
to examine their conceptual foundations through the lens of philosophy and theory. The philosophical approach of Gilles
Deleuze, with its emphasis on difference, repetition, and rhizomatic structures, offers an innovative perspective to analyze and
design urban facades. By applying Deleuze’s concepts to the urban condition, it becomes possible to develop a new framework
in which facades are not simply representational surfaces but active, generative fields of creativity, identity, and social
interaction (2, 15).

The philosophical foundation of this study lies in Deleuze’s redefinition of difference as a productive, generative principle
rather than a mere variation from sameness. In Difference and Repetition, Deleuze departs from traditional metaphysical notions
of identity by insisting that difference itself precedes identity and generates novelty (2). This idea resonates strongly with
architectural practice, particularly in the design of facades, where differentiation becomes a tool for breaking away from
homogenized urban environments. Rather than producing fagades as uniform and repetitive elements dictated by rigid
typologies, architects are encouraged to embrace difference as a means of producing spaces that stimulate imagination, provoke
engagement, and represent cultural heterogeneity (14). At the same time, repetition in Deleuze’s philosophy is not understood
as mechanical reproduction but as creative repetition that allows for variation within continuity (3). Applied to architecture,
repetition becomes a method for structuring facades in modular, algorithmic, or patterned ways that maintain coherence while
allowing for difference at multiple scales (13). This duality of difference and repetition reframes fagades as dynamic systems
capable of generating diverse expressions without dissolving into chaos.

The rhizomatic model, developed in A Thousand Plateaus with Félix Guattari, further extends this framework by introducing
a horizontal, non-hierarchical, and network-like conception of structure (5). In contrast to arborescent models that emphasize
centralized authority and vertical hierarchy, the rhizome emphasizes multiplicity, decentralization, and open-ended
connectivity (20). When applied to urban fagades, rhizomatic thinking suggests that fagades should not be perceived as isolated
surfaces determined by top-down planning but as interconnected nodes within a broader urban network. This implies that
facades can grow in unpredictable directions, respond flexibly to their environment, and foster democratic participation in the
shaping of urban space (16). Rhizomatic facades blur the distinction between inside and outside, public and private, center and
periphery, thereby creating a spatial condition where multiplicity and diversity can coexist. The emphasis on horizontality and
nonlinearity resonates with contemporary urban challenges, where architecture must adapt to social pluralism, technological
complexity, and ecological demands (8).

The application of these philosophical insights becomes particularly visible when examining contemporary architectural
practices that align with Deleuzian thinking. For instance, the fluid geometries and dynamic surfaces of Zaha Hadid exemplify
the rhizomatic aesthetic in which facades dissolve into continuous fields of movement (6). Similarly, Frank Gehry’s

deconstructivist fagades resist conventional order and produce difference through fragmentation and irregularity, thereby
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generating unexpected aesthetic and experiential effects (17). In the field of parametric architecture, Greg Lynn’s Animate
Form demonstrates how repetition can operate through algorithmic variation, producing facades that are both modular and
infinitely differentiated (7). These global examples illustrate how facades can embody Deleuzian principles by moving beyond
static representation toward performative and generative roles within the city. Moreover, the writings of Peter Eisenman
underline the possibility of using philosophical abstraction as a direct generator of architectural form, where facades become
sites of conceptual experimentation (11). The convergence of philosophy and architecture thus provides both the theoretical
language and practical strategies for rethinking urban facades as spaces of creativity, multiplicity, and transformation.

In the Iranian context, however, the condition of urban facades reveals significant challenges. Cities such as Tehran and
Isfahan exhibit tensions between tradition and modernity, where historical facades based on repetition and ornament coexist
with modern developments characterized by fragmentation and incoherence. The unregulated proliferation of styles and the
dominance of commercial interests have resulted in facades that often lack coherence and fail to reflect cultural identity (1).
Yet within this apparent crisis lies an opportunity: the concepts of difference, repetition, and rhizome can provide a critical
framework for reinterpreting Iranian architectural traditions in ways that connect them with contemporary needs. For instance,
the repetitive yet varied ornamentation of Persian architecture can be rethought in terms of Deleuze’s creative repetition, while
the fluid geometries of Safavid facades can be linked to rhizomatic structures that resist linear hierarchies (9). Through such
reinterpretations, Iranian cities could move toward facades that are both rooted in local traditions and open to global innovation.
The philosophical foundation provided by Deleuze therefore has the potential not only to analyze the current condition but also
to inspire alternative trajectories for the development of urban facades in Iran.

The extended findings of this research suggest that fagades conceived through difference, repetition, and rhizomatic
structures can generate profound aesthetic and social consequences. Aesthetically, such fagades reject uniformity and static
representation, instead producing experiences of multiplicity, variation, and fluidity that engage the urban subject on multiple
sensory and intellectual levels. Socially, rhizomatic fagades embody a democratic logic by decentralizing authority and
enabling plural modes of participation in the urban field. Rather than reflecting a single dominant narrative, they allow for the
coexistence of multiple voices, cultures, and temporalities within the city (10). Ultimately, this study demonstrates that the
intersection of philosophy and architecture provides a fertile ground for reimagining fagades not as passive envelopes but as
active agents of urban life. By integrating the Deleuzian triad of difference, repetition, and rhizome, architects and planners

can begin to formulate a new model of fagade design that is simultaneously creative, adaptive, and inclusive (18, 19).
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